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TAGS: PFOR, UNGA, CB, LA 

SUB J : PHOUMI'S UNGA SPEECH OUTRAGES VIENTIANE SIDE LEADERSHIP 
REF: USUN 3418 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER PHOUMI'S SPEECH TO UNGA 
DEPARTED FROM THE MORE MODERATE TEXT APPROVED BY THE 
CABINET HERE. PHOUMI APPARENTLY CLAIMS THAT HIS TEXT 
WAS CLEARED BY SOUVANNA. VIENTIANE SIDE FIGURES HAVE 
TOLD US THEY CONSIDER THEMSELVES BETRAYED. THEY ARE 
NOW PLANNING COUNTER-ACTION, PROBABLY THROUGH A PRESS 
DECLARATION BY MINISTER OF DEFENSE SISOUK. END SUMMARY. 

1. DURING SEPTEMBER 27 CALL ON SECSTATE FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS TIANETHONE CHANTHARASY, AMBASSADOR RAISED WITH 
HIM SOME OF THE MORE STRIDENT PASSAGES IN PHOUMI 
VONGVICHIT S SEPTEMBER 25 UNGA SPEECH, PARTICULARLY 
THE REFERENCE TO KHMER PEOPLES'S STRUGGLE "AGAINST 
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IN CAMBODIA" (REFTEL). 

2. TIANETHONE IMMEDIATELY INDICATED THAT HE AND MANY 
OF HIS VIENTIANE SIDE COLLEAGUES FELT OUTRAGED AT 
PHOUMI'S INCLUSION OF SUCH LANGUAGE, WHICH - WITH 
CABINET APPROVAL - HAD BEEN EXCISED FROM EARLY DRAFTS 
OF UNGA ADDRESS. TO DOCUMENT PHOUMI’S DUPLICITY, 
TIANETHONE HANDED THE AMBASSADOR TWO DRAFTS AND AN 
INTERVENING MFA MEMORANDUM, ALL LABELED "CONFIDENTIAL," 
WHICH DEMONSTRATED THAT REFERENCES TO "IMPERIALISM" 

AND OTHER TROUBLESOME LANGUAGE (E.G., A STATEMENT ABOUT 
"TWO GOVERNMENTS IN SOUTH VIET-NAM") HAD OFFICIALLY BEEN 
STRICKEN FROM THE EVOLVING TEXT. 

3. TIANETHONE ALSO SAID THAT PHOUMI HAD INFORMED THE 
MINISTRY THAT HIS TEXT HAD BEEN CLEARED BY PRIME 
MINISTER SOUVANNA PHOUMA WHEN PHOUMI STOPPED OFF TO 
SEE HIM IN FRANCE EN ROUTE TO NEW YORK. HE SPECULATED 
THAT PHOUMI HAD BEEN INFLUENCED TO RETURN TO STRONGER 
(AND FROM OUR STANDPOINT OBJECTIONABLE) LANGUAGE AT 
ANOTHER POINT ON HIS ITINERARY, MEANING MOSCOW. 

4. MEANWHILE, IN SEPTEMBER 27 CONVERSATION WITH 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE SISOUK, USAID DIRECTOR MANN RECEIVED 
EVEN STRONGER INDICATION OF VIENTIANE SIDE'S OUTRAGE 

AT PHOUMI’S USE OF UNAUTHORIZED LANGUAGE. SISOUK 
SAID HE WAS PREPARING A STRONG DENUNCIATION OF PHOUMI 
FOR LOCAL PUBLICATION AT AN EARLY DATE; MAIN POINT 
WILL EVIDENTLY BE THAT PHOUMI WAS NOT RPT NOT SPEACKING 
FOR THE PGNU AT THE UN. SISOUK SAID HIS TEXT HAD 
ALREADY GONE TO DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER LEAUM INSISIENGMAY 
AND WOULD PROBABLY BE DISCUSSED AT AN EMERGENCY MEETING 
OF THE VIENTIANE SIDE, APPARENTLY PRIOR TO ISSUANCE. 

5. SISOUK ADDED THAT HE HAD CABLED SOUVANNA (EVIDENTLY 
IN ADVANCE OF PHOUMI’S STOPOVER IN FRANCE) TO WARN THE 
PRIME MINISTER AGAINST AGREEING TO ANY LAST-MINUTE 
CHANGES OF LANGUAGE SUCH AS THOSE THAT PHOUMI IN FACT 
MADE. 
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6. COMMENT: WE ASSUME BUT CANNOT CONFIRM THAT THE 
VERSION OF THE PHOUMI SPEECH SOUVANNA CLEARED WAS THE 
SAME ONE THE CABINET HAD APPROVED. SOUVANNA MAY THERE- 
FORE SHARE SOME OF THE VIENTIANE SIDE'S SENSE OF 
BETRAYAL. POLEMICS WHICH THE VIENTIANE SIDE NOW PROPOSES 
TO UNDERTAKE MAY NOT BE VERY DECOROUS, BUT WE ARE 
INCLINED TO AGREE THAT PHOUMI’S CONDUCT DESERVES TO BE 
EXPOSED. 
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